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                                                        Suite 2700, 300 5th Avenue SW, Calgary, AB  T2P 5J2 

 

 

VIA ELECTRONIC SUBMISSION 

 

August 10, 2020 

Canada Energy Regulator 
Suite 210, 517 Tenth Avenue S.W. 
Calgary, Alberta T2R 0A8 

To: M. Jean-Denis Charlebois, Secretary of the Commission 

Dear M. Charlebois: 

Re: Trans Mountain Pipeline ULC (Trans Mountain)  
Trans Mountain Expansion Project (TMEP)  
Certificate OC-065  
Order AO-001-XO-T260-007-2016 
Information Request No. 39 
Condition 59: Worker Accommodation Strategy 
Condition 60: Environmental and Socio-economic Assessment – s 58 temporary 
construction lands and infrastructure 
File OF-Fac-Oil-T260-2013-03 61 

 
Trans Mountain provides the attached response to Information Request No. 39 regarding the 
proposed Ohamil Camp Community.   Should you have any questions or wish to discuss this 
matter further, please contact the undersigned at regulatory@transmountain.com or (403) 514-
6400. 

 

Yours truly, 

Original signed by 

Scott Stoness 
Vice President, Regulatory and Compliance 
Trans Mountain Canada Inc. 
 
Enclosure:   as above 

mailto:regulatory@transmountain.com
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Trans Mountain Pipeline ULC (Trans Mountain) 
Trans Mountain Expansion Project – Condition Compliance 

Certificate OC-065 and Order AO-001-XO-T260-007-2016 

File OF-Fac-Oil-T260-2013-03 61 

 

Information Request No. 39 
Condition 59: Worker accommodation strategy 

Condition 60: Environmental and socio-economic assessment - s.58 temporary 
construction lands and infrastructure 

 

Consultation Matters 
 

39.1 
Response from Trans Mountain on Canadian Association of Energy and Pipeline 
Landowner Association’s Letter and Ms. Tina Laursen’s Letter 

 Reference: i) Trans Mountain, Ohamil Camp Community c.60 and c.59 filing dated 18 
June 2020, C06896 

ii) Canadian Association of Energy and Pipeline Landowner Associations 
(CAEPLA)’s filing dated 15 May 2020, C06332 

iii) CAEPLA’s letter to CER’s Executive Vice-President, dated 10 
June 2020, C06929 

iv) CAEPLA’s filing dated 19 June 2020, C06930-1 
v) CAEPLA’s filing dated 10 July 2020, C07262 

vi) CAEPLA’s filing, submitted on behalf of Ms. Tina Laursen dated 20 
July 2020, C07401-1 

 
Preamble: Reference i) is Trans Mountain’s submission for the proposed Ohamil 

Camp Community, filed pursuant to Conditions 59 and 60. 

References ii) through v) are letters from CAEPLA submitted to the CER 
outlining CAEPLA’s concerns with Trans Mountain’s proposed Ohamil 
Camp Community. 

To date, Trans Mountain has not filed a response to any of CAEPLA’s 
letters. 

Reference vi) states concerns with Trans Mountain’s lack of consultation 
with the residents of Laidlaw about the Ohamil Camp Community. 

Reference vi) requests that the CER obligate TMX to engage in meaningful 
dialogue with the people of Laidlaw and understand their concerns and work 
with them to address and mitigate those concerns. 

 
Request: Provide a response to: 

a) each of the concerns outlined in the CAEPLA letters referenced above; 
and 

b) each of the concerns and the request outlined in Ms. Tina Laursen’s 
letter referenced above. 

 

 
  

https://apps.cer-rec.gc.ca/REGDOCS/File/Download/3934772
https://apps.cer-rec.gc.ca/REGDOCS/Item/View/3926257
https://docs2.cer-rec.gc.ca/ll-eng/llisapi.dll/fetch/2000/90464/90552/548311/956726/2392873/3781699/3934139/C06929-1_2020_06_10_CAEPLA_Ltr_to_CER_Atten_Chris_Loewen_RE_Laidlaw_Community_Group_-_A7G5C8.pdf?nodeid=3934439&amp;vernum=-2
https://apps.cer-rec.gc.ca/REGDOCS/Item/View/3934238
https://apps.cer-rec.gc.ca/REGDOCS/Item/Filing/C07262
https://docs2.cer-rec.gc.ca/ll-eng/llisapi.dll/fetch/2000/130635/3948403/C07401-1_July_20%2C_2020_Tina_Laursen_Issues_to_CER_Re_Ohamil_Camp_-_A7H2I0.pdf?nodeid=3948404&amp;vernum=-2
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Response: 

a)  

Through its correspondence with the CER, CAEPLA raised a number of concerns 
identified by the Laidlaw Community Group.  

Trans Mountain has not previously been aware of this group or its members. Previous 
Project engagement has been directly with local residents on the recommendation of 
the Fraser Valley Regional District (FVRD). The FVRD informed Trans Mountain that it 
was not aware of any community group representing the collective interests of the 
residents at that time.  

Trans Mountain’s responses to concerns raised in each letter are provided below.  
Trans Mountain has summarized the concerns expressed in the CAEPLA 
correspondence to the CER. To Trans Mountain’s knowledge, all issues/questions in 
the correspondence, as well as incoming communications identified in Table 1 (see 
response to CER IR 39.2(a) below), were generated by two local residents. To date, no 
other stakeholders have expressed concerns to Trans Mountain about the proposed 
Ohamil Camp Community.  

 

Reference ii):  CAEPLA  letter to CER  15 May 2020 [C06332] 

 

Issue/Question TM Response/Comment 

The local community was supportive of 

the proposed pipe yard but were never 

provided notice of the “proposed” 700 

person camp or provided any 

opportunity to voice concerns. 

The proposed Ohamil Camp Community will support 350 
workers at peak occupancy, as stated in Trans Mountain’s 
filings with the CER (Reference i)).  

Notifications were provided for both the Laidlaw pipe yard 
(HOP052) and the proposed Ohamil Camp Community 
(HOP053), which are two separate temporary infrastructure 
locations.  

• Notification of the Laidlaw pipe yard development was 

provided in December 2017 to the landowner, local 

government (FVRD and District of Hope), adjacent 

landowners, the public (via TMEP website), and 

Indigenous groups. 

• A general Construction Start Notification for Spread 5B 

was issued on April 24, 2020. 

• Notice of Intent to Use the proposed Ohamil Camp 

Community was issued on May 5, 2020 to local 

governments (FVRD and District of Hope), 26 adjacent 

landowners in the Laidlaw area (by hand), the public via 

TMEP website, and Indigenous groups.  

(Laidlaw residents) first noticed work at 

the site in August of 2019 with felling of 

trees and the import of gravel to the 

site. 

Residents have concerns regarding 

noise, dust, mud on their street and the 

resulting nuisance and interference with 

the use and enjoyment of their property.  

Shxw’ōwhámél, at their own discretion and independently from 

Trans Mountain, working with their local developer cleared, 

graded and developed the 20-acre site as part of a long-term 

development by the Shxw’ōwhámél for the First Nation 

community. 

Trans Mountain entered into a commercial agreement for the 

occupancy of the camp in July 2020. 

The group contacted the Fraser Valley 

Regional District requesting a copy of 

The Ohamil Camp Community will be located entirely on 

Ohamil Reserve No. 1 lands.    

https://apps.cer-rec.gc.ca/REGDOCS/Item/View/3926257
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the temporary land use permit for the 

work site and were notified that there 

was no such permit since the work was 

on First Nations Reserve land. 

 

 

Reference iii):  CAEPLA letter to CER 10 June 2020 [C06929] 

 

Issue/Question TM Response/Comment 

Reference to Conditions 59 and 60 timing 

requirements - concern that updated plans, 

including information on consultation, were 

required to be filed with the CER for approval 

no less than 3 months prior to the 

commencement of construction of the camp 

and other facilities, but were not. 

The development of the site and subsequent construction 

of the camp community were not undertaken by Trans 

Mountain, but by Shxw’ōwhámél;  Shxw’ōwhámél is 

developing the site at its own discretion, for its own long-

term use independent of the TMEP, and is not subject to 

the CER conditions for the Project. 

Trans Mountain applied to the CER three months prior to 

occupying the proposed camp community, as required 

(Reference i): C06896)  

Further engagement opportunities for interested 

stakeholders, such as Laidlaw residents, will be provided 

prior to Trans Mountain occupying the proposed Camp 

Community.  

Discussion of the Valemount Stockpile and 

Camp (VAL028) and timing relief 

The Valemount stockpile and camp site is not related to the 

proposed Ohamil Camp Community.   

Trans Mountain initially applied to the CER to develop the 

Valemount site as a stockpile site because space was 

required for that purpose [C03257].  Trans Mountain 

continued to engage with local residents and subsequently 

applied to the CER to add a camp function to the 

Valemount stockpile site [C04645].  Trans Mountain 

previously consulted on, applied for and obtained approval 

of a camp site approximately 3 km from the Valemount site 

(denoted VAL026.1). The application in question was 

necessary because Trans Mountain was moving the 

approved location of the camp a short distance to the 

VAL028 site.  Requests for timing relief were sought 

because  development of the camp was critical to the 

commencement of TMEP construction on Spread 3 and the 

socio-economic and local impacts of the nearby camp 

(VAL026.1) had previously been assessed by the 

Commission.   

How has Trans Mountain started construction 

at the Ohamil site without seeking relief? 

Trans Mountain is not constructing the camp site or any 

other facilities on the  Ohamil Reserve.  Any work on 

Reserve has been undertaken by the First Nation on their 

own initiative and in alignment with their own development 

plans.  

 

 

 

 

https://docs2.cer-rec.gc.ca/ll-eng/llisapi.dll/fetch/2000/90464/90552/548311/956726/2392873/3781699/3934139/C06929-1_2020_06_10_CAEPLA_Ltr_to_CER_Atten_Chris_Loewen_RE_Laidlaw_Community_Group_-_A7G5C8.pdf?nodeid=3934439&amp;vernum=-2
https://apps.cer-rec.gc.ca/REGDOCS/File/Download/3934772
https://apps.cer-rec.gc.ca/REGDOCS/File/Download/3891561
https://apps.cer-rec.gc.ca/REGDOCS/File/Download/3904307
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Reference iv):  CAEPLA  letter to CER 19 June 2020 [C06930-1] 

 

Issue/Question TM Response/Comment 

Trans Mountain’s application for Ohamil Camp 

is overdue and premature. 

Shxw’ōwhámél, at their own discretion and independently 

from Trans Mountain, working with their local developer has 

cleared, graded and developed the 20-acre site as part of a 

long-term development by Shxw’ōwhámél  for the First 

Nation community. Shxw’ōwhámél’s developments on its 

Reserve lands for its own purposes are not subject to CER 

approval. 

Trans Mountain’s application for proposed occupancy of 

Ohamil Camp is in accordance with TMEP condition filing 

requirements.  Trans Mountain has applied to the CER 

approximately three months prior to the planned date of 

occupancy of the camp and has not sought relief of this 

timing requirement. 

Request to the CER to issue IRs to Trans 

Mountain regarding the status of 

construction and the nature of agreement 

between Trans Mountain and 

Shxw’ōwhámél.  This information should be 

made available for review by the public.  

The commercial arrangement between Trans Mountain and 

Shxw’ōwhámél regarding the use of the future Ohamil 

Camp is confidential and is not relevant to Trans Mountain’s 

application for occupancy of this site.  

Request CER to direct Trans Mountain to 

consult with local residents and address 

their concerns about the proposal.   

Further engagement opportunities for interested 

stakeholders, such as Laidlaw residents, will be provided 

prior to Trans Mountain occupying the proposed Camp 

Community. 

 

Reference v):  CAEPLA letter to CER  10 July 2020 [C07262] 

 

Issue/Question TM Response/Comment 

Reiteration of request for CER to issue an IR 

to Trans Mountain regarding the status of 

construction and the nature of agreements 

between Trans Mountain and Shxw’ōwhámél.  
This information should be made available for 

review by the public. 

See above. 

Reference to Trans Mountain’s request for 

exemption from C 60 for existing, commercial, 

developed sites. [A7H0I5] 

Trans Mountain’s request for exemption does not apply to 

sites such as Ohamil Camp. Trans Mountain is aware of the 

interest and concerns regarding camps and has not sought 

an exemption in relation to camps – as stated in the 

referenced letter to the CER. 

Reference to Trans Mountain’s motion to 

cancel detailed route hearing MH-008-2020 

and request that CER reissue an IR that was 

associated with that detailed route hearing.  

CER has cancelled the DRH as both the previous owner 

and the new owner of the property (Shxw’ōwhámél) do not 

wish to proceed.  The IR is therefore moot. 

 

 

https://apps.cer-rec.gc.ca/REGDOCS/Item/View/3934238
https://apps.cer-rec.gc.ca/REGDOCS/Item/Filing/C07262
https://apps.cer-rec.gc.ca/REGDOCS/File/Download/3947811
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b) 

Reference vi:  CAEPLA filing on behalf of  Ms. Tina Laursen - 20 July 2020 letter to CER 
[C07401-1] 

 

Issue/Question TM Response/Comment 

Sent email asking about the camp being 

developed and stating concerns. The 

response indicated it was not confirmed and 

that we would be notified when it was.  

Notified on May 2020 (9 months later).  

Trans Mountain confirmed that the camp was 

being built but did not address stated issues 

regarding its development. 

See response to 39.2 a) 

The commercial agreement for Trans Mountain’s occupancy 

of the site was completed in July 2020. 

Shxw’ōwhámél, at their own discretion and independently 
from Trans Mountain, working with their local developer, has 

cleared, graded and developed the 20-acre site that is part 

of a long-term development for the First Nation community. 

Trans Mountain has not had involvement in those 

development activities. Concerns regarding the development 

of the site should be directed to Shxw’ ōwhámél or its 

developer. 

Contacted the Fraser Valley Regional District 

(FVRD) regarding [alleged] lack of 

compliance with temporary operating permit 

at the Laidlaw pipe yard as well as concerns 

about the camp development. Email 

forwarded to Trans Mountain by FVRD.  

The Temporary Use Permit for the Laidlaw pipe yard was 

issued by the FVRD on October 18, 2018. 

Trans Mountain has not been made aware of any issues 

regarding compliance with this permit or any other concerns 

related to activities at the HOP052 site from the FVRD.  All 

approvals and permits are in place, occupancy of the 

Laidlaw pipe yard is proceeding pursuant to those 

authorizations, and the site is inspected or monitored 

regularly by relevant authorities, including CER, BC MoTI, 

and FVRD.   

Ohamil camp laydown signs were erected in 

December of 2019. In May 2020 one sign 

was noticed as no longer being in place. 

Signage is erected and managed by Shxw’ōwhámél.  Trans 

Mountain has no involvement in this matter.  

Request for CER to obligate TMX to engage 

in meaningful dialogue with the people of 

Laidlaw and understand their concerns and 

work with us to address and mitigate those 

concerns 

Trans Mountain will engage with neighbours on its proposed 

occupancy of the camp community. Any concerns regarding 

the development of the site should be directed to 

Shxw’ōwhámél or its developer. 

 

 
  

https://docs2.cer-rec.gc.ca/ll-eng/llisapi.dll/fetch/2000/130635/3948403/C07401-1_July_20%2C_2020_Tina_Laursen_Issues_to_CER_Re_Ohamil_Camp_-_A7H2I0.pdf?nodeid=3948404&amp;vernum=-2
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39.2 Consultation with Potentially Affected Stakeholders 

 Reference: i) CAEPLA’s filing dated 15 May 2020, C06332 
ii) Trans Mountain, Ohamil Camp Community c.60 and c.59 filing dated 

18 June 2020, PDF pages 16-18, 20-25 of 27, C06896 
iii) CAEPLA’s letter to CER’s Executive Vice-President, dated 

10 June 2020, C06929 
iv) CAEPLA’s filing dated 19 June 2020, PDF pages 1-2 of 2, C06930-1 
v) CAEPLA’s filing dated 10 July 2020, PDF page 2 of 3, C07262-1 
vi) CAEPLA’s filing, submitted on behalf of Ms. Tina Laursen dated 

20 July 2020, C07401-1 

 
Preamble: Reference i) outlines concerns from CAEPLA in regard to the Ohamil 

Camp Community, including a copy of Trans Mountain’s notification of 
proposed use for the Ohamil Construction Yard and Camp Community. 

Reference ii) outlines the consultation information for the temporary worker 
accommodation site, Ohamil Camp Community located on the Ohamil 
Reserve No. 1, and includes a summary of notifications and engagement 
activities with Indigenous Peoples related to the relocation of the temporary 
worker accommodation to Ohamil Indian Reserve No. 1. In reference i), 
Trans Mountain states that a notice of the intended use of the Ohamil 
Indian Reserve No. 1 was provided to the Fraser Valley Regional District 
and also to the residents of Laidlaw Road. 

Reference iii) states that “nearby Laidlaw residents say no consultation has 
been undertaken and yet are aware that construction had already 
commenced, many months ago.” 

Reference iv) outlines CAEPLA’s concerns with the Ohamil Camp 
Community. In reference ii), CAEPLA stated that it was writing on behalf of 
the Laidlaw Community Group, which consists of landowners in the 
immediate vicinity of the proposed Ohamil Camp Community. In 
reference ii), CAEPLA states that nearby residents, including the members 
of the Laidlaw Community Group, have not been consulted and their 
concerns about the location and operation of the camp have not been 
addressed by Trans Mountain. 

Reference v) states that Trans Mountain has still not consulted with nearby 
residents, including the Laidlaw Community Group, or addressed their 
concerns about the proposal. 

Reference vi) states concerns with Trans Mountain’s lack of consultation 
with the residents of Laidlaw about the Ohamil Camp Community. 

Reference v) requests that the CER obligate TMX to engage in meaningful 
dialogue with the people of Laidlaw and understand their concerns and 
work with them to address and mitigate those concerns. 

 

https://apps.cer-rec.gc.ca/REGDOCS/Item/View/3926257
https://apps.cer-rec.gc.ca/REGDOCS/File/Download/3934772
https://docs2.cer-rec.gc.ca/ll-eng/llisapi.dll/fetch/2000/90464/90552/548311/956726/2392873/3781699/3934139/C06929-1_2020_06_10_CAEPLA_Ltr_to_CER_Atten_Chris_Loewen_RE_Laidlaw_Community_Group_-_A7G5C8.pdf?nodeid=3934439&amp;vernum=-2
https://docs2.cer-rec.gc.ca/ll-eng/llisapi.dll/fetch/2000/90464/90552/548311/956726/2392873/3781699/3934238/C06930-1_2020_06_19_letter_to_CER_re_Laidlaw_Community_Group_-_A7G5D2.pdf?nodeid=3934239&amp;vernum=-2
https://docs2.cer-rec.gc.ca/ll-eng/llisapi.dll/fetch/2000/90464/90552/548311/956726/2392873/3781699/3947900/C07262-1_2020_07_10_CAEPLA_Ltr_to_CER_RE_Laidlaw_Community_Group_-_A7H0Q3.pdf?nodeid=3947901&amp;vernum=-2
https://docs2.cer-rec.gc.ca/ll-eng/llisapi.dll/fetch/2000/130635/3948403/C07401-1_July_20%2C_2020_Tina_Laursen_Issues_to_CER_Re_Ohamil_Camp_-_A7H2I0.pdf?nodeid=3948404&amp;vernum=-2
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Request: Provide: 

a) an itemized table providing all consultation activities undertaken with 
potentially affected stakeholders including but, not limited to, 
community members, landowners including the Laidlaw Community 
Group and Ms. Tina Laursen, occupants, local governments, 
emergency services, first responders, trappers, hunters, guide outfitters 
and interest groups. This consultation log is to include, but not be 
limited to: 

a.1) descriptions of the consultation activities, the dates of the 
activities, and the methods of contact (e.g., telephone call, email, 
or in-person meetings); 

a.2) a description of any issues or concerns raised by stakeholders; 
and 

a.3) a description of how Trans Mountain has addressed or will 
address any concerns raised by stakeholders to the extent 
possible, or an explanation as to why no further action is required 
to address the concerns; 

b) for any new stakeholders identified since reference i) was filed, an 
explanation as to how they were identified, and any changes made to 
the stakeholder identification process; and 

c) a summary table of all unresolved issues or concerns raised by 
stakeholders, including a description of how Trans Mountain will 
address these unresolved concerns, or an explanation as to why no 
further action is required to address the concerns. 

 
Response:  
 
In Trans Mountain’s filing of 18 June 2020 pursuant to Conditions 59 and 60 [C06896], Trans 
Mountain indicated its intent to occupy the site and related infrastructure that Shxw’ōwhámél First 
Nation (Shxw’ōwhámél) is developing on a turn-key basis; occupancy is anticipated to start at the 
end of September 2020 and extend until Q4 2022. 
 
Shxw’ōwhámél, at their own discretion and independently from Trans Mountain, working with 
their local developer has cleared, graded and developed the 20-acre site as part of a long-term 
development for the First Nation. Shxw’ōwhámél indicated that they could provide temporary 
worker accommodation as part of an initial phase of their development. When temporary 
accommodations were no longer needed by Trans Mountain, they would then repurpose the site 
and complete their development plans for their own long-term use.  
 
The development and long-term use of the site are entirely within the jurisdiction of the 
Shxw’ōwhámél. The site is wholly located on Ohamil Reserve No.1 Lands.  
  
Trans Mountain’s engagement with identified stakeholders was, and is, therefore focused on the 
proposed occupancy and use of the Ohamil Camp Community. The site is in a rural location 
separated from established residential areas. There are no identified recreation users, trappers, 
hunters or guide outfitters who will be directly affected by the proposed occupancy of the Ohamil 
Camp Community.   
 

a. Trans Mountain’s engagement is on-going, and engagement and communications 
activities will continue according to regulatory requirements, stakeholder information 
needs and Project activities through pre-construction, construction, reclamation and 

https://apps.cer-rec.gc.ca/REGDOCS/File/Download/3934772
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operations phases of the Project. 
 
Project engagement is completed in a phased approach. Spread 5B Project Construction 

Start notifications were distributed on April 24, 2020. The notifications included the 

proposed development of a camp in Spread 5B. 

 

Information Sharing: Shxw’ōwhámél Site Development 

Once contractual agreements with Shxw’ōwhámél were completed, a Notice of Intent to 

Use was distributed to identified stakeholders including landowners, local governments, 

emergency officials and first responders. The Notice clearly outlined the Shxw’ōwhámél’s 
responsibility for the site development and indicated how stakeholders could stay 

updated or contact Trans Mountain for more information.  

 

Planned Engagement: Ohamil Camp Community Occupancy  

Engagement regarding Ohamil Camp Community occupancy will continue through late 

Q3 and into Q4 of 2020.  

 

Information will be shared with identified stakeholders, including:  

• Local residents – 26 residents have been identified in the Laidlaw area 
• Local governments - Fraser Valley Regional District, MP, MLA  

• Emergency services and first responders – fire, ambulance, RCMP 

• Additional key stakeholders as identified 

 

Trans Mountain’s first priority will always be the health and safety of the workforce, their 

families and Project communities. In response to the evolving COVID-19 pandemic, 

engagement activities may include virtual events and delivery of print information, as well 

as limited in-person opportunities.  

 

The following activities are planned to share information about the occupancy of the 

Ohamil Camp Community. All timing is subject to change.  

• Delivery of print or electronic information package and stakeholder meetings: 

These activities will include hand-delivery of information packages to residents 

and will include an offer to arrange in-person or virtual meetings with individual 

stakeholders to discuss issues or concerns.  
• Package Delivery:  August/September 2020 

• Stakeholder Meetings: September 2020 

• Follow-up Information Sharing: Trans Mountain will share additional details 

regarding Camp Community Occupancy as they become available. Engagement 

will include Trans Mountains responses to issues identified during engagement. 

The format of this engagement will be confirmed in alignment with COVID-19 

protocols at the time.  
• October/November 2020 

• Dedicated Ohamil Camp Community webpage on the Trans Mountain website 

with real-time updates: Ongoing 

• Automated e-newsletter updates: Monthly 

• Public Information desk phone, email and mail: Ongoing 
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Consultation Record 

 

Table 1 provides a summary of consultation regarding the Ohamil Camp Community. All direct, 

and indirect, incoming emails and communications were initiated by two local residents.  Trans 

Mountain has consistently informed stakeholders about Shxw’ōwhámél’s responsibility for the 

camp development and the plans to engage with stakeholders regarding proposed occupancy 

and use of the site.   

 

The commercial agreement for proposed occupancy of the Ohamil Camp Community was 

completed in July 2020. This agreement enabled Trans Mountain to distribute the Notice of Intent 

to Use and confirm engagement plans with identified stakeholders.   

 

Table 1: Consultation Record 

Date Activity/Format Issue TM Response 

August 28, 2019 Email - Incoming Laidlaw Resident A identified 

concern about lack of consultation 

regarding development of camp 

community in Laidlaw.  

Camp location is not yet 

confirmed. Engagement will be 

completed once site is 

confirmed. Contact information 

was provided if more 

information was requested.  

September 9, 

2019 

Email – Incoming 

 

Communication from 

Laidlaw Resident A 

Fraser Valley Regional District 

(FVRD) staff member received a 

request from resident asking 

about permits and engagement 

requirements for camp community 

in Laidlaw. FVRD provided a copy 

of the Temporary Use Permit for 

the Laidlaw Stockpile Site and 

asked TM to respond to questions 

about the camp community 

development.  

Additional camp community 

concerns included traffic impacts, 

use of local services and impact to 

quality of life.  

Trans Mountain stated the 

camp community location is not 

yet confirmed. Information will 

be shared once the location is 

confirmed. A Traffic 

Management Plan will be 

required and approved by 

MoTI.  

A link was provided to sign up 

for email updates about 

construction in the area. 

October 4, 2019 Incoming Phone Call 

– Laidlaw Resident 

B 

Resident called expressing 

concern about lack of notifications 

or consultation regarding 

construction and development of 

temporary camp community  in 

Laidlaw. 

Resident B advised he planned to 

meet with MLA to discuss.  

 

Trans Mountain advised that 

no decision was finalized and 

stated that sites under 

consideration were on First 

Nations Reserve land. 

April 24, 2020 Construction Start 

Notification 

No response N/A 

May 5, 2020 Notice of Intent to 

Use (Ohamil Camp 

Community) 

No response N/A 
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July 23, 2020 Incoming Phone Call 

– Local Elected 

Official 

The elected official stated that a 

resident called the elected official 

to express concern about lack of 

engagement regarding camp 

development. 

Information shared regarding 

Shxw’ōwhámél’s responsibility 
for site development and Trans 

Mountain’s plans for 

engagement regarding 

occupancy.  

July 23, 2020 Incoming Email – 

Federal Elected 

Official 

The elected official forwarded an 

email from a resident  expressing 

concern about lack of 

engagement regarding camp 

development. 

Information shared regarding 

Shxw’ōwhámél’s responsibility 
for site development and Trans 

Mountain’s plans for 

engagement regarding 

occupancy.  

 

 
b. No additional stakeholders have been identified to date.  
 
c. As described in response to IR 39.2 (a), the primary concern raised by the two 

stakeholders is the lack of engagement regarding the development of the site on Ohamil 
Reserve No. 1 Lands, which is at the discretion and under the control of Shxw’ōwhámél 
and its developer.  In response, Trans Mountain has provided information regarding 
future and ongoing engagement plans related to the proposed camp community 
occupancy. Any concerns regarding the development of the site should be directed to 
Shxw’ōwhámél or its developer. 
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General Matters 
 

39.3 Facility site drawing 

 Reference: Trans Mountain, Ohamil Camp Community c.60 and c.59 filing dated 
18 June 2020, C06896 
i) Section 2.0: Location and Description of Ohamil Temporary Worker 

Accommodation, Page 6-7 (PDF page 9-10 of 27) 
ii) Section 4.0: Environmental and Socio-economic Assessment, Page 10 

(PDF page 15 of 27) 
iii) Figure titled “Temporary construction lands and infrastructure and 

associated access roads, Ohamil”, PDF page 12 of 27 

 
Preamble: Reference i) states that Trans Mountain is proposing to move the site of its 

approved temporary worker accommodation (TWA) in Spread 5B to 
Ohamil Reserve No. 1. It further states that the proposed TWA is located 
on the reserve that is east of Highway 1. 

Reference ii) states that a general location map is provided in Figure 1, 
and that an environmental site drawing will be filed separately as an 
update to Condition 78: Facilities Environmental Protection Plan (EPP). 
The Commission notes that no Condition 78 map has been submitted for 
the Ohamil Camp Community. 

Reference iii) does not appear to have any reserve lands identified on the 
legend or the map. 

 
 

 The Commission reminds Trans Mountain that the requirements of 
Condition 78 e) (both timing and actions) apply to the Ohamil Camp 
Community. Condition 78 e) requires Trans Mountain to submit an updated 
facility drawing including relevant site-specific resources and mitigations, 
three months prior to construction. If Trans Mountain would like the map 
provided in Reference i) to be considered as part of Condition 78, it needs 
to make that clear in its request. 

Request: Provide an updated map, at an appropriate scale, that includes all site- 
specific resources and mitigations, including a depiction of where the 
boundaries of Ohamil Reserve No. 1 are located in relation to the proposed 
Ohamil Camp Community site. If the reserve is located and labelled on the 
map filed, please clarify how it is represented. 

Response: An updated environmental site drawing including the boundaries of Ohamil 
Reserve No. 1 is attached [Appendix 1].  

Note that, in addition to responding to this IR 39, Trans Mountain considers 
the provision of this drawing to satisfy the requirements of Condition 78 e) 
in relation to the Ohamil Camp Community. 

 
  

https://apps.cer-rec.gc.ca/REGDOCS/File/Download/3934772
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39.4 Site-specific Mitigations 

 Reference: Trans Mountain, Ohamil Camp Community c.60 and c.59 filing dated 
18 June 2020, C06896 
i) Section 2.0: Location and Description of Ohamil Temporary Worker 

Accommodation, Page 6-7 (PDF page 9-10 of 27) 
ii) Section 4.0: Environmental and Socio-economic Assessment, Page 10 

(PDF page 15 of 27) 
iii) Trans Mountain, Condition 78 Temporary Lands and Infrastructure 

EPP, dated 21 April 2020, C05815 

 
Preamble: Reference i) states: 

• Shxw’ōwhámél First Nation (Shxw’ōwhámél) is developing the site at 
their own discretion and independently from Trans Mountain as part of 
its long-term development for the community. 

• Trans Mountain proposes to occupy the infrastructure site that 
Shxw’ōwhámél is developing on a turn-key basis. 

• Trans Mountain will comply with requirements of all applicable CER 
conditions that are relevant to occupancy of the temporary worker 
accommodation site. 

Reference ii) states that the mitigation measures provided in CER 
Condition 78 Temporary Lands and Infrastructure EPP will govern Trans 
Mountain’s occupancy of the site. 

It appears that there are no mitigations in the Temporary Lands and 
Infrastructure EPP that are noted to relate specifically to temporary 
infrastructure site occupancy. It is unclear what mitigations from the 
Temporary Lands and Infrastructure EPP, or mitigations included in other 
CER-submitted plans, Trans Mountain believes will govern its occupancy 
of the site. 

 
Request: Provide a list of the mitigations from the Temporary Lands and 

Infrastructure EPP and other applicable plans that will govern Trans 
Mountain’s occupancy of the Ohamil Camp Community. A list of applicable 
mitigation numbers, or a list of the mitigation text can be provided. 

 
Response: 

 
Mitigation measures that will govern Trans Mountain’s occupancy of the 
Ohamil Camp can be found in Section 10 of the Temporary Construction Lands 
and Infrastructure EPP (CO6444-2). Specific measures can be found on the 
following line numbers: 

• Site fencing (Section 10, Line 11) 

• Potable water (Section 10, Line 20) 

• Waste disposal (Section 10, Lines 22–29) 

• Sewage handling - BC (Section 10, Line 30) 

• Fuel storage at construction camps (Section 10, Lines 34-35) 

• Equipment storage at construction camps (Section 10, Line 36) 

• Construction camp rules (Section 10, Line 37) 

• Rules related worker hunting, fishing, trapping, plant gathering (Section 7, 
Line 14) 

 
Additional mitigation measures are found in Sections 4.1.3 of the Worker 
Accommodation Strategy (A85812-3), related to camp specifications to ensure 
the appropriate level of service provision in the camp environment such that 
socio-economic impacts, in particularly service and infrastructure impacts, on 

https://apps.cer-rec.gc.ca/REGDOCS/File/Download/3934772
https://apps.cer-rec.gc.ca/REGDOCS/Item/Filing/C05815
https://apps.cer-rec.gc.ca/REGDOCS/File/Download/3916658
https://apps.neb-one.gc.ca/REGDOCS/File/Download/3319587
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host communities are limited, including: 
 

• provide a health services room in close proximity to the camp office with 
emergency medical response supplies, a qualified paramedic or first aid 
attendant to aid in jobsite and camp emergencies;  

• develop an appropriately scaled Camp Health and Medical Services Plan for 
construction camps, outlining: requirements for medical personnel onsite; 
medical emergency response protocols (for different scenarios such as a 
medical emergency, toxic exposure, etc.); communications in a medical 
emergency; communicable disease control protocols (including isolation, 
transport, notification, etc.); health promotion programming; and incident 
investigation. The Camp Health and Medical Services Plan includes 
measures related to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic and other 
communicable disease control protocols. 

• supply modern recreational facilities commensurate with the size and 
planned duration of the camps; considerations will include equipped workout 
room, and a games room and entertainment area with large screen TVs; 

• ensure the dining area and kitchen meet general industry standards; 

• provide laundry facilities as per industry standards; 

• ensure camp rooms that meet industry standards (e.g., single sleeping units 
to include a comfortable single mattress, associated bedding and private or 
shared washroom/shower units, Wi-Fi, a modern TV and connection to 
entertainment system; each unit shall be soundproof with minimal room to 
room noise); 

• ensure camp sites are free of any violence, illicit drugs or firearms in 
accordance with industry requirements and the TMEP Worker Code of 
Conduct; and 

• ensure appropriate camp security, including uniformed security personnel. 

Also, the Socio-Economic Management Plan (Section 2.4 of Appendix G of the 
Pipeline EPP [C01961]), the Waste Management Plan (Section 3.1 of 
Appendix G of the Pipeline EPP [C01961]) and the Wildlife Conflict 
Management Plan (Section 6.5 of Appendix G of the Pipeline EPP [C01961]) 
will be implemented. 

 
Trans Mountain’s COVID-19 Response Plan is updated monthly and is available 
on the Project website here  https://www.transmountain.com/covid19  
 

   

https://apps.cer-rec.gc.ca/REGDOCS/Item/View/3829209
https://apps.cer-rec.gc.ca/REGDOCS/Item/View/3829209
https://apps.cer-rec.gc.ca/REGDOCS/Item/View/3829209
https://www.transmountain.com/covid19
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APPENDIX 1 
 

Ohamil Camp Community – Environmental Site Drawing 
(Condition 78 e) 
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