
Burnaby Residents Opposing Kinder Morgan Expansion 
6508 East Hastings Street 
PO Box 44063, Kensington Square 
Burnaby, BC V5B 1S0 
 
January 18th, 2021 
 
FILED ELECTRONICALLY 
 
Canada Energy Regulator 
Suite 210, 517 10 Ave., SW 
Calgary, AB T2R 0A8 
 
Attention:        Mr. Jean-Denis Charlebois 
                       Secretary of the Commission 
                       of the Canada Energy Regulator 
                       (“Commission”) 
 
Dear Mr. Charlebois: 
 
 
RE:  Transmountain Pipeline ULC (“Trans Mountain”) 
        Transmountain Expansion Project (:Project”) 
        File )F-Fac-Oil-T260-2013-03 61; Hearing Order MH-001-2021 (“Hearing”) 
        Letter of Comment 
 
As a spokesperson for BROKE, I feel compelled to respond to the ‘denial to participate’ in 
the Hearing by submitting a letter of Comment.  
 
As citizens of Burnaby we are directly affected by the request in this Motion by the lawyers 
for the Project. As we are not invited to present our evidence of how this affects us, I am 
commenting on the outcome we foresee if this Burnaby tree by-law is overruled by the 
Commission. 
 
Our three points are: air quality for the citizens, endangered species act with removal of 
protection for said species, and the effects of climate change on soil erosion with the 
removal of the tree riparian system around our Brunette river. These three issues have 
already been impacted by the removal of over 1700 trees from the Burnaby Terminal on the 
side of a mountain in a densely populated area of our City by the Project. The riparian 
system of creeks running through the Terminal that feed into the Brunette river were 
decimated. The concrete structures erected in their stead do nothing for the creeks, nor the 
air quality for the residents in that area. The gas emissions that are periodically released by 
the tanks on site, (not to mention the diesel trucks entering and exiting the Terminal) are 
detrimental to the health of children, pregnant women and people with vulnerable health 
systems. 
 
The area in question with this motion is at the entrance to Burnaby from the east. It is a 
major artery for commerce via motor and rail highways. To remove the trees in question puts 



our residents at risk for poor air quality and subsequent health effects. Trees as proven by 
science, are the best source of carbon dioxide removal from the air. They also provide a 
riparian system for the endangered species that we are blessed to host. Remediation will not 
replace the maturity of this system that effectively provides a barrier from the highways of rail 
and motor vehicles. 
 
With climate change, rain is predicted to increase and with the removal of the trees, soil 
erosion is a predictable outcome. Our area has experienced erosion because of heavy rain 
in the past. (Coal cars dumped into a creek that feeds into the Brunette river; tragic loss of 
life in NorthVancouver when the side of a mountain gave way).  
 
The Project poses significant risks to the local environment, economy and community health 
- risks that have no known adequate mitigation. When are the citizens of Burnaby going to 
be given the protection of their rights as indicated in Section 7 of the Canadian Charter of 
Rights and Freedoms? 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Elan Gibson 
A spokesperson for BROKE 
 
 
Cc: Terry Beech, Member of Parliament for Burnaby North-Seymour, terry.beech@parl.gc.ca 


